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xiv + 482 pages. f94.45 
This is the last volume of a three-volume work 
which aims to act as a concise and up-to-date 
source of information on the chemistry and 
biochemistry of folates and pterins (volumes 1 and 
2), and to discuss clinical and physiological aspects 
of these compounds (in the present volume). It is 
difficult to form a complete impression of a multi- 
volume work on the basis of a single volume, and 
my recommendations about the usefulness of this 
volume obviously cannot be applied to volumes 1 
and 2, which I have not seen. 
The team of contributors to this volume is inter- 
national and authoritative, and on the whole they 
have done a good job. The presentation of the 
book is excellent, with an attractive type-face, 
clear layout, well-drawn figures and tables and a 
low incidence of misprints (and so it should be, 
considering the price). The average length of the 
chapters is about 30 pages including references and 
13 topics are covered. These include the role of 
folates in bacteriophages, bacteria, protozoa and 
Dictyostelium; folate nutrition in man and 
animals; folate deficiency; intestinal absorption 
and physiological disposition of folates; transport 
of folates into cells; folate- and pterin-binding pro- 
teins; excretion of folate and pterins; folates in the 
nervous system and inborn errors of pterin and 
folate metabolism. 
It is difficult to make authoritative judgments in 
areas where one is not an expert, but my impres- 
sion is that most of the articles are clearly, critical- 
ly and authoritatively written and documented. 
The book would serve as a valuable introduction to 
the nutritional and physiological aspects of folate 
metabolism if it were not so expensive. The very 
laboratories and libraries where such a comprehen- 
sive book would be of most use are likely to be 
those least able to afford to buy it. In Britain at 
least the shortage of money in University libraries 
has reached crisis proportions, and unless 
publishers waken up to this fact and its implica- 
tions (cheaper binding, more camera-ready copy), 
one of their major markets for this type of book 
will have disappeared. 
P.J. Large 
Perspectives in Receptor Classification 
Edited by J.W. Black, D.H. Jenkinson and V.P. Gerskowitch 
Alan R. Liss; New York, 1987 
xi + 295 pages. f47.00 
The sixth in a series on Receptor Biochemistry and 
Methodology, this volume is in effect the pro- 
ceedings of a conference held in 1985 to honour the 
memory of H.O. Schild. The 23 chapters were con- 
tributed by experts and the majority do directly ad- 
dress questions of receptor classification. 
The keynote contribution is by J.W. Black who 
states his concern that pharmacologists currently 
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